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DONALD RUSSELL HOOKER 
IS7T6-1946 


Managing Editor of the American Journal of Physiology and of Physiological 
teviews, 1914-1946 


That physiological research should have the opportunity of prompt and 
adequate presentation in a recognized journal; that each article submitted should 
be passed upon by qualified experts in its field; that no manuscript should ever 
be rejected merely because it did not agree with an editor’s own theories; that 
helpful criticism and suggestion in the presentation and interpretation of data 
should be more frequent than outright rejection; that briefness, accuracy and 
clarity are the great virtues in scientific literature; that the management of a 
society’s publications should be responsible to the society and that at all times 
suggestions for improvement should be received in good spirit; that publications 
should be self supporting and that a reasonable reserve for emergencies should be 
accumulated; these were the policies that made Doctor Hooker a truly great 
editor. These were the policies that he followed consistently for a period of 32 
years and by which the American Journal and Physiological Reviews were 
placed and maintained in the front rank of scientific publications. Doctor 
Hooker’s calmness, his sympathy, his good judgment, his fairness, and his 
sense of social as well as scientific values, were all reflected in his career as editor. 
For many years his services were given generously without compensation. He 
was himself a distinguished investigator. No one of his generation has had a 
greater influence on American physiology. As an editor he has set a standard 
of editorial performance that will be an inspiration and a guide for many years 
to come. 
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